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One night at the dinner table,  Jack’s wife commented,  “You know, when we 

were first married, you used to take the small piece of fried chicken and give me the 

larger piece.  Now, after thirty years of marriage, you take the larger piece for yourself 

and leave me the smaller piece.  I think you don’t love me as much as you did when we 

were first married.” 

Jack replied,  “Nothing could be farther from the truth, dear!  I love you more than ever.  

you just cook better now!” 

 Yes,  love isn’t measured by the amount of food we eat or by how many kids we 

raise.  It isn’t measured by the amount of money we make or the size of the home in 

which we live.   Love’s best measurement is the extent that one is willing to seek the 

well-being of the other, by the extent that one is willing to sacrifice one’s own desires for 

a shared vision of life.  Love’s barometer is the willingness of both persons to enter into 

authentic dialogue and relationship with each other and to risk being vulnerable to the 

other.   

 Jesus gave us the greatest example of this kind of love.  By dying on the cross, he 

showed us that we didn’t need to jump through hoops to be worthy to receive God’s love.  

We didn’t even need to have sorrow for our sins in order to receive the gift of his love.  

All we needed was a heart, mind and soul, ready and willing to accept his love and to be 

fully immersed in it.  All we needed was a desire to be united with God and to draw 

closer to his divine heart every day.  All we needed to receive the gift of God’s love was 

faith that Jesus’ death on the cross forever freed us from our sins and offered to us, the 

eternal salvation which is the longing of every human heart.    
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 Way before Jesus hung on that cross, though, he demonstrated his love to us 

sinners, day in and day out.   We can read those love stories in the gospels.   Time and 

again, we see Jesus healing those who had given up all hope of being made well, 

forgiving those whom others would have easily condemned, mending broken 

relationships with those outside of the community and those in inside it,  reaching out to 

the lost and forsaken elements of society, being sensitive to the needs others had voiced 

to him, trusting in his father’s wisdom to guide his life on earth, and freely and 

superabundantly inviting men and women, young and old, rich and poor, Gentile and 

Jew,  Slave or Free, to accept his love into their hearts.  Never once did Jesus force his 

love on anyone.  He never tried to make his love conditional upon another’s response to 

the Gospel either.   He didn’t refuse anyone’s invitation to get to know him better even if 

it meant being judged by those more powerful in society.  He never allowed human 

categories and boundaries or circumstances to define to whom he could talk, to whom he 

could minister, to whom he could touch and reach out to, in a loving way. 

 What he did do was challenge those who had experienced his love in a first hand 

way, to expand their own hearts in return.  What he did do, was challenge them to turn 

away from sin in the future and to leave room only for God in their hearts.  He challenged 

them to work on developing and sustaining life-giving relationships with friends and 

family.  He challenged them to see others as God sees them.  He challenged them to pray 

for those who didn’t accept or understand them.  He invited them to embrace a vision of 

the world in which everyone would be loved and would love, in return.  He challenged 

them to gauge their own love for God by the extent that they were willing to love the 

most unlovable people on planet earth.    
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Yes, Jesus said in no uncertain terms, “Love your enemies, and pray for those who 

persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in Heaven…..For if you love 

those who love you, what reward do you have?  Do not even the tax collectors do the 

same?   And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than 

others?  Do not even Gentiles do the same?” 

 Yes, Jesus pressed his disciples back then and his disciples in this church today, to 

re-examine our concept of love and to see if it truly reflects the divine love shown to us in 

the person and actions of Jesus himself.   A Christian’s love for others should indeed 

stand out in the world!  It should be a clarion call to all persons, everywhere, of the truth 

of the gospel message----that God loved us first and sent his Son into the world in order 

that we might be saved through him.  

 Sin is at the root cause of all the unloving in our world.   From wars, famines, 

plagues and diseases--- from homelessness, poverty and social class discrimination----sin 

has always been the great obstacle to God’s love being felt by all, in a tangible way, in 

our personal lives, in our church and in our world.     

 What are we going to do about it?   It’s definitely not an easy task to love 

according to the pattern and vision of Jesus Christ.  It requires an immense amount of 

openness to God’s grace to work in us, through us and despite us, sometimes.   It requires 

a sensitivity to the Holy Spirit too, who can give us the right words to say, to the right 

person, at the right time in their lives.  We need to trust that the Holy Spirit will act in us 

to bring about God’s design in each persons’ life.    For our lives are not incidental.  They 

have meaning and purpose and God knows why we’ve been placed in this world, at this 

particular time, and with the social circumstances that surround us.  
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We can discern that meaning and purpose, though, each morning by praying to God and 

asking for the wisdom to know our calling and to respond to it generously.   Sometimes, reading 

the daily scriptures will help focus our thoughts on God’s invitation to us. At other times, it may 

be helpful to place ourselves in the stories in the scriptures and see what God says to us.   At 

other times, quiet, contemplation can produce a godly insight for us.  As we get more adept at 

doing this process of discernment, we’ll gain greater and greater courage to put God’s love out 

there, and to put ourselves out there as instruments of his Love in the world.   With practice too, 

we’ll become more comfortable meeting persons on their own home turf and not wait for them to 

approach the church.  We’ll be more willing too, to respond generously when someone asks 

something of us, that may require some sacrifice of us in order to bring God’s kingdom closer to 

full realization.   

Yes, the earthly life of Jesus, and the entirety of his gospel message can be summed up in 

one word:  Love.  It’s not only a noun and a verb. It’s the core of our Christian identity.  Let’s 

strive to put it into practice each day.        

  

      


